MINUTES OF A WORK  SESSION OF THE EDGEWATER MAYOR AND COUNCIL HELD IN THE SECOND FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM IN THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, LOCATED AT 55 RIVER ROAD, EDGEWATER, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ON MARCH 7, 2016.

PRESIDING:  Mayor Michael J. McPartland

SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 

Mayor McPartland led the Pledge of Allegiance.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT
Mayor McPartland read the following:

 “In compliance with New Jersey’s Open Public Meetings Act, Chapter 231 of 
P.L. 1975, I hereby declare that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided specifying that this meeting would be held on this date, March 7, 2016, in the Second Floor Conference Room in the Municipal Building, 55 River Road, Edgewater, New Jersey at 7:00 p.m. This notice was published in the Record and Jersey Journal, posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall and posted on the Borough’s website.”       

PRESENT ON ROLL CALL: Councilman Henwood, Councilwoman Lawlor, Councilman Monte, Councilman Vidal and Councilman Bartolomeo

ALSO PRESENT:  Administrator Gregory S. Franz, Borough Clerk Annamarie O’Connor,  Borough Attorney Joseph R. Mariniello, Jr., CFO Sercan Zoklu and Borough Auditor Steven Wielkotz. 

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Fischetti 

CONFERENCE: 

2016 Budget discussion with Borough Auditor Steven Wielkotz

Borough Auditor Steven Wielkotz reviewed the 2016 Budget.  Noted that the Budget reduces the average homeowner’s municipal taxes by $29.00 on an average assessment of $460,245.   Explained the reduction and spoke about debt service.  

Discussion. 

OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC

Mayor McPartland opened the meeting to the public and the following were heard:

Doreen Frega, Saddle Brook, NJ ,League of Humane Voters:
· Present about the geese situation.  
· Asked about the contract.  
· Asked about putting the issue on the March 21st Agenda.
· Councilman Henwood spoke.

Claudia Cisternino, Admiral’s Walk, Edgewater:
· Asked about the geese situation.  
· Asked about alternative solutions.
· Noticed a decrease in geese population.

Catherine Mikel, Edgewater Colony, Edgewater:
· Also spoke about the geese situation 
· Concerned that geese have been poisoned.
· Asked for the issue to be put on the next Agenda.

Councilman Henwood spoke about prior efforts to rid the ballfield and walkway of geese droppings, noting that nothing worked.    Spoke about the Federal Government contract.  Recommended keeping the contract in place this year because it is working.  
Spoke about health concerns and the Borough’s obligation to the children of Edgewater.    Explained why he does not want the issue put on the next Agenda.  They will have a right to speak for five minutes at the next meeting.  Mayor McPartland spoke on the issue noting that he is a lifelong resident of Edgewater and he agrees with Councilman Henwood.   The field and walkway are affected.  He also has health concerns for the children. The current program is working and should be continued.   Spoke about the private lands  on the walkway.  Recommended keeping the program this year and the Group can continue to work with Administrator and issue can be revisited next year.  Councilman Vidal also has health concerns.  

No one else wished to be heard therefore the Mayor closed the meeting to the public.

MINUTES

None listed.

ORDINANCES:

1.  Introduction 
Borough Attorney working on building  fee schedule.  

RESOLUTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION AT NEXT REGULAR SESSION (03-21-2016)

1. 2016-060 New members of the VFAS.- no comments.  

REQUESTS/MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION

BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR
 
		Historic Old Borough Hall asbestos removal 

· Gave update-Discussion on EMT area plans

		Historic Old Borough Hall ADA pool bathrooms. – 
· Bid in newspaper today.   
Move of Election Districts 1 and 2 because of the asbestos abatement in old Borough Hall.  

· County has inspected the new site building (Fire Headquarters).  No  problem with the County.  Clerk is  just waiting for official approval.  Need to keep the voting place within the districts.  Discussion. 




CLOSED SESSION ITEMS

1. Police Personnel
2. A & E Personnel
3. Marina Personnel

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTIVE SESSION
								
March 7, 2016

Introduced:  Councilman Henwood
Second:  Councilman Vidal

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater desires to meet in private and/or 
Executive Session to discuss matters that are permitted by the exceptions to the Open Public Meetings Act as indicated herein:

______L	Any matter which, by express provision of Federal law or State statute or court rule shall be rendered confidential or excluded from discussion in public;

______2.	Any matter in which the release of information would impair a right to receive funds from the federal government;

______3	Any material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of individual privacy;

______4.	Any collective bargaining agreement, or the terms and conditions which are proposed for inclusion in any collective bargaining agreement, including the negotiation of terms and conditions with employees or representatives of employees of the public body.

______5.	Any matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real estate with public funds, the setting of a banking rates or investment of public funds, where it could adversely affect the public interest if discussion of such matters were disclosed;

______6.	Any tactics and techniques utilized in protecting the safety and property of the public provided that their disclosure could impair such protection. Any investigations of violations or possible violations of the law;

______7.	Any pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation in which the public body is, or may become a party. Any matters falling within the attorney-client privilege to the extent that confidentiality is required in order for the attorney to exercise his ethical duties as a lawyer;

_XX___8.	Any matter involving the employment, appointment, termination of employment, terms and conditions of employment, evaluation of the performance of, promotion or disciplining of any specific prospective public officer or employee or current public officer or employee employed or appointed by the public body, unless all the individual employees or appointees whose rights could be adversely affected request in writing that such matter or matters be discussed at a public meeting.

______9.	Any deliberation of a public body occurring after a public hearing that may result in the imposition of a specific civil penalty upon the responding party or the suspension or loss of a license or permit belonging to the responding party as a result of an act or commission for which the responding party bears responsibility.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council  shall recess into private and/or Executive and Closed Session to discuss the aforementioned subject matter and the minutes of same may be disclosed at such time in the future as the GOVERNING BODY in it discretion may determine according to law.

On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Henwood	Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor	Yes
Councilman Monte		Yes
Councilman Vidal		Yes
Councilwoman Fischetti	Absent
Councilman Bartolomeo	Yes

The governing body returned from Closed Session. 

PRESENT ON ROLL CALL:  Councilman Henwood, Councilwoman Lawlor, Councilman Monte, Councilman Vidal and Councilman Bartolomeo 

ALSO PRESENT:  Mayor McPartland, Administrator Gregory S. Franz, Borough Clerk Annamarie O’Connor and Borough Attorney Joseph R. Mariniello, Jr.  

ABSENT:  Councilwoman Fischetti 

Councilman Vidal discussed an easy to read and use spread sheet for each department.   It  lists several years’ worth of expenditures by line item as well as any revenues.  Discussion of the Council ensued.  The Administrator  asked for Councilman Vidal to forward the spread sheet and he will have the departments start to use them.  

Administrator Franz spoke about the letter he had forwarded from the Housing Authority.  Request to use balance of COAH funds.  Discussion.  Resolution to be prepared. 

Administrator referenced Updated Rules and Regulations of the Edgewater Police Department.  Borough Attorney reviewing.  

Wellness campaign.  Borough Nurse Patti Dalton reminding everyone of the Wellness Campaign.  Walking will begin Monday night.  

Discussion about walkway and closing parts because of the hazardous conditions.  Administrator said that he has not heard from the State.  Noted that he contacted the DEP and advised them of the deplorable condition on their property.  Administrator to again contact DEP and if no response ask Construction Official to close that part of the walkway.  Discussion about getting rid of the boat.  Attorney to research the boat issue.  

MOTION
								March 7, 2016

Introduced:  Councilman Henwood
Second:  Councilman Vidal

Motion to adjourn.  

All present voted aye.  None opposed.  None abstained.  



Annamarie O’Connor, RMC
Borough Clerk

APPROVED:  March 21, 2016 
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