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A Resolution Authorizing the Appointment of a Professional Service Contract as per N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) of the Local Public Contracts Law

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater requires the services of a professional New Jersey licensed Attorney on behalf of the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund to initiate a cyber-security investigation; and

WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the value of these services will exceed $17,500; and 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S. A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) permits the award of this professional services contract without the need for full public bidding procedures; and

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) further requires that the contracting unit publish a notice that that the resolution of award and the contract itself are available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS, on October 27, 2020, the Borough interviewed and received a proposal from the firm of Mullen Coughlin Attorneys at Law, 426 W. Lancaster Avenue, Suite 200, Devon, PA. 19333, the firm who is contracted with the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and AXA XL insurance underwriters to investigate, provide legal advice and otherwise assist with response to a potential data security incident; and

WHEREAS, Mullen Coughlin has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure Certification which certifies that Mullen Coughlin has not made any reportable contributions to a political candidate or candidate committee in the Borough of Edgewater in the previous one year, and that the contract will prohibit Mullen Coughlin from making any reportable contributions through the term of the contract; and

WHEREAS, Mullen Coughlin hourly rates are provided on Schedule “B” of the executed agreement and the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund will reimburse the Borough of Edgewater for all reasonable and customary fees associated with this project; and

WHEREAS, the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer has certified that funds have been appropriated and are available for this purpose as follows:

I, Gregory S. Franz, do hereby certify that funding is available in the current operating account for A/E contracted services
                                                                                  __________________________________ 
Gregory S. Franz, CFO

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Edgewater that a professional services contract is hereby authorized with Mullen Coughlin Attorneys at Law, 426 W. Lancaster Avenue, Suite 200, Devon, PA. 19333, the firm who is contracted with the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund and AXA XL insurance underwriters to provide legal advice and otherwise assist with response to a potential data security incident; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this contract is awarded without competitive bids as a “professional services” Contract in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i) of the Local Public Contracts Law because the subject matter of the contract is for professional services by a firm or professional authorized to practice within the State of New Jersey.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Contract is being awarded pursuant to the alternative process of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay to Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.5, and in compliance therewith, and the Business Entity Disclosure Certification will be placed on file with this Resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Borough Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the above Contract for professional services, consistent with this Resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a notice of the award of the above contract shall be published in the Borough of Edgewater’s official newspaper The Record as required by law within ten (10) days of the adoption of this Resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council hereby authorize the Qualified Purchasing Agent to seek competitive bidding for the above approved plans and specifications.





I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Governing Body on December 7, 2020.	

________________________               			__________________________
Michael J. McPartland					Annamarie O’Connor, RMC
Mayor								Borough Clerk
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