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[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER IN OPPOSITION TO BILLS S3274 AND A5172 THAT WOULD ELIMINATE HOME RULE OVER ZONING IN EDGEWATER
WHEREAS, parallel legislation has been introduced in both houses of the New Jersey State Legislature by several of Hudson and Bergen County’s State representatives, led by Senators Brian Stack and Nick Sacco, who are also Mayors of Union City and North Bergen respectively with the intent of imposing restrictive limitations on only a select group of ten (10) municipalities located east of the Palisades to protect the views of residents who live in the neighborhoods above the cliffs; and 
WHEREAS, it is possible that the bills will advance to a New Jersey legislative committee as early as this week for a vote and therefore the Edgewater Mayor and Council wants to request that the sponsors withdraw this legislation prior to the vote and to voice our opposition to the proposed bills in advance of any possible vote; and 
WHEREAS, out of the ten (10) municipalities directly impacted by this proposed legislation, 100% of only two municipalities, Hoboken, NJ and Edgewater, NJ – fall within the area represented in the legislation: east of what is known as the Palisades to the Hudson River; and 
WHEREAS, the proposed legislation would essentially allow two neighboring mayors to take control over Edgewater’s land use decisions, rendering Edgewater deliberative process to land use null and void, and as such, would severely impact all economic, housing, and public safety decisions concerning Edgewater residents and taxpayers; and 
WHEREAS, the proposed legislation is contrary to the very nature of New Jersey’s “Home Rule” government which grants municipalities with a long list of powers and authorities, and 
WHEREAS, land-use planning in particular in one area where there is a constitutional basis for municipal home rule when a municipality adopts zoning ordinances and establishes land use boards like Edgewater has; and 
WHEREAS, by taking away Edgewater’s “Home Rule” ability to direct land use within its borders such legislation would have significant and negative impact on the Borough of Edgewater which would be affected in its entirety, by considerably constraining the Borough’s ability to address critical transportation, infrastructure, housing, and education investment needs; and 
WHEREAS, Edgewater NJ is considered to be one of the most densely populated communities not only in the State of New Jersey but also in the United States with a population of approximately 12,000 residents as estimated by the U.S. Census Bureau within only 2.46 square miles; and 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater partners with local developers to redevelop areas to meet the development and community needs of Edgewater under several redevelopment areas/plans and included in these redevelopment plans are potential developer funded, critical infrastructure and resiliency upgrades, municipal and education investments, and transportation upgrades, among others; and 
WHEREAS, just thirty years ago Edgewater was home to a significant industrial base, which left Edgewater with dilapidated and blighted properties filled with environmental concerns left behind from its industrial era; and
WHEREAS, due to good leadership and planning, as well as the foresight of developers, Edgewater has become a beacon to all of New Jersey about how to reinvest in your community and raise your community from its contaminated past to a thriving, desirable place to live and work; 
WHEREAS, Edgewater only this past month was rated the 17th most desirable place to live in the United States, due in large part to its careful development of the Borough;
WHEREAS, Edgewater continues to be focused on increasing its stock of affordable housing and has an affordable housing ordinance that requires 15% of total residential units built in larger scale projects be affordable as defined by COAH and also has provided bonus density for additional affordable housing – already seen as a significant cost to build, this proposed legislation would further disincentivize the development of more affordable housing; and 
WHEREAS, like many municipalities, especially taking into the consideration the effect of the pandemic, Edgewater has seen municipal costs rise without an increase in tax ratables—curtailing the ability to grow and diversify the Borough’s ratable base as proposed under this legislation, could result in higher taxes for the entire Borough for the foreseeable future; and  
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater hereby request that Senators Stack and Sacco, and Assembly members Chapparo, Mukherji and Mejia support their constituents in Edgewater, respect New Jersey’s Home Rule approach to land use, and allow the Edgewater governing body to continue with its current zoning procedures to make decisions that are in the best interest of its residents by permanently withdrawing legislative bills S3274 and A5172.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater is requesting that a copy of this Resolution be sent to all of the legislative sponsors referenced above and to the Mayors of all of the other nine towns impacted by this proposed legislation including Jersey City, Weehawken, Hoboken, West New York, Guttenberg, Fort Lee, Englewood Cliffs, Tenafly and Alpine. 


I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Governing Body on January 19, 2021.

______________________				_________________________
Michael J. McPartland                                                 Annamarie O’Connor, RMC
Mayor                                                                            Borough Clerk
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