MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE EDGEWATER MAYOR AND COUNCIL HELD IN THE NANCY MERSE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 55 RIVER ROAD, EDGEWATER, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ON JANUARY 18, 2022.

SALUTE TO FLAG

Mayor McPartland led the Pledge of Allegiance.

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

Mayor McPartland read the following:

	In compliance with New Jersey’s Open Public Meetings act, Chapter 231 of P.L. 1975, I hereby declare that adequate notice of this Meeting has been provided specifying that this meeting would be held on this date January 18, 2022 in the Municipal Building, 55 River Road, Edgewater, New Jersey at 7:00 p.m. This notice was published in the Record and Jersey Journal, posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of the Borough Hall and posted on the Borough’s website.

ROLL CALL 

PRESIDING:  Mayor Michael McPartland

PRESENT ON ROLL CALL: Councilman Gutierrez, Councilwoman Lawlor, Councilman Monte, Councilman Vidal, Councilman Bartolomeo, and Councilwoman Martin


ALSO PRESENT:  Annamarie O’Connor, Borough Clerk, Gregory S. Franz, Administrator and Robert Travers, Borough Attorney 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC.
Mayor McPartland opened the meeting to the public.  No one wished to be heard therefore he closed the meeting to the public.  



ORDINANCES: FOR INTRODUCTION:

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-001 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY FOR THE FISCAL YEARS, 2022, 2023 AND 2024

	BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater as follows:
The annual base salaries and wages of the members of the Department of Public Works in Borough of Edgewater hereinafter listed shall be fixed in the amount opposite their respective titles for the periods indicated
	
	
	

	Title
	2022  6%
	2023   2%
	2024  2%
	

	Assistant Supervisor
	 $        104,495.01 
	 $      106,584.91 
	 $       108,716.61 
	

	Public Works Repair
	 $          97,225.52 
	 $        99,170.03 
	 $       101,153.43 
	

	Mechanics Helper/Labor
	 $          94,677.93 
	 $        96,571.49 
	 $         98,502.92 
	

	Mechanic
	 $          97,225.52 
	 $        99,170.03 
	 $       101,153.43 
	

	Sewer Plant Operator
	 $        107,664.86 
	 $      109,818.15 
	 $       112,014.52 
	

	Sewer Laborer
	 $          92,123.21 
	 $        93,965.68 
	 $         95,844.99 
	

	Laborer 1
	 $          92,130.39 
	 $        93,973.00 
	 $         95,852.46 
	

	Laborer/Entry 
	 $          24,500.00 
	 $        24,500.00 
	 $         24,500.00 
	

	Laborer No CDL
	 $          40,000.98 
	 $        40,801.00 
	 $         41,617.02 
	



Section 2.	All other payments and benefits to be received by members of the Department of Public Works shall be set forth in the contract between the Borough of Edgewater and the DPW , Representative Unit, a copy of which is on file in the office of the Borough Clerk.
Section 3.	All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of the ordinance are hereby repealed.


						____________________________
								MICHAEL MC PARTLAND, MAYOR
Attest:

_______________________________________
ANNAMARIE O'CONNOR, BOROUGH CLERK 

INTRODUCED: January 18, 2022
ADOPTED :    


MAYOR ASKS FOR  A MOTION TO INTRODUCE ORDINANCE #2022-001  
MOTION BY COUNCILPERSON BARTOLOMEO 
SECONDED BY COUNCILPERSON VIDAL


RESOLUTIONS   CONSENT AGENDA

     A motion to approve Resolutions 2022-052 TO 2022-062 was made by Councilwoman Lawlor and second by Councilman Bartolomeo.   
On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez		Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor		Yes
Councilman Monte			Yes
Councilman Vidal			Yes
Councilwoman martin		Yes  
Councilman Bartolomeo		yes

RESOLUTION
2022-052

						

Introduced: Councilwoman Lawlor
Second:  Councilman Bartolomeo

WHEREAS, the Edgewater Police Department on occasion requires the services of towing companies, and

WHEREAS, the following towing companies submitted applications for the 2022 Police Towing List:

View Auto Body Inc.				ABC Towing
3 Crescent Court				1580 Bergen Boulevard
Fort Lee, NJ 07024				Fort Lee, NJ 07024
Sano’s Towing				Kelly’s  Towing 
344 Bergen Boulevard			2470 Lemoine Ave		
Palisades Park, NJ 07650			Fort Lee, NJ  07024
				
Jeff’s Towing	
279 John Street 				 Top Gun			
Cliffside Park, NJ 07010                           7002 Tonnelle Ave				
						North Bergen, NJ 07047		
				

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council approve the listed wing companies

All council members present voted aye.  Lawlor abstained.    


RESOLUTION
             2022-053									


Resolution 2022-053, Salary & Wages, is attached to the end of these minutes.

	All council members present voted aye.    

RESOLUTION
2022-054

									

Resolution 2022-054, Salary & Wages, is attached to the end of these minutes.

	All council members present voted aye.  

RESOLUTION
2022-055														


WHEREAS, there exists in the Borough of Edgewater a Volunteer Fire Department and the below named individual has been accepted for membership and approved by the Volunteer Fire Department, and

WHEREAS, the Bylaws of the Edgewater Volunteer Fire Department requires approval of all applicants by the Mayor and Council, and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that the applicant listed below is hereby appointed as a member of the Edgewater Volunteer Fire Department:

		
Jason Callan
Edgewater, NJ 

RESOLUTION
2022-056

									January 18, 2022

Resolution 2022-056, Services & Supplies, is attached to the end of these minutes.  

	All council members present voted aye.    


RESOLUTION
2022-057


Resolution to Appoint a Chief Financial Officer

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.10 requires every municipality within the State of New Jersey to have a Licensed and Certified Municipal Chief Financial Officer appointed by the governing body whose term of office shall be four (4) years; and

WHEREAS, Joseph Iannaconi Jr. is a licensed and certified Municipal Chief Financial Officer who has previously served in this capacity prior to retirement; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Edgewater Mayor and Council that it hereby appoints Joseph Iannaconi Jr. as the “Chief Financial Officer” as per the terms established in N.J.S.A. 40A:9-140.10.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that remuneration for said appointment shall be in accordance with the adopted salary guide and ordinance of the Borough of Edgewater.


I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Governing Body on January 18, 2022.
	

RESOLUTION
2022-058

RESOLUTION TO APPOINT A MUNICIPAL TREASURER

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:9-152 provides for New Jersey Municipalities to appoint a Municipal Treasurer; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater desires to appoint a Municipal Treasurer to assist the Chief Financial Officer within the Finance Department; and

WHEREAS, the Municipal Treasurer will be responsible for but not limited to all bank account reconciliations and posting of the cash journal and general ledger on a monthly basis, ensure all deposits are being made into the appropriate accounts in a timely manner, monitors accounts to ensure proper cash flow and initiate inter-fund transfers as needed, monitors and manages borrowing and debt service, and manages and monitors capital accounts to ensure adequate funding is provided; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Gregory S. Franz is hereby appointed as the Municipal Treasurer for the Borough of Edgewater.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that remuneration for said appointment shall be in accordance with the adopted salary guide and ordinance of the Borough of Edgewater.


I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Governing Body on January 18, 2022.


RESOLUTION
2022-059

2022 Wellness Program

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater affirms its understanding that the BMED Gateway Fund offers a grant opportunity to its member agencies who wish to initiate a partnership with the Fund to incentivize employee participation in health and wellness programming and awareness; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater understands that the grant is a matching grant and that participation in the program requires local budgetary support in the amount of the grant request and administration; and 

WHEREAS, the application for grant consideration requires a resolution of the governing body confirming it’s understanding and support for promoting health and wellness concepts within their employee population. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Borough of Edgewater authorizes the submission of a grant application for $5,000 to the BMED Gateway Fund to enable their participation in the Fund’s Health and Wellness Program for the 2022 calendar year.



I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Governing Body on January 18, 2022.
	
RESOLUTION
2022-060

RESOLUTION AWARDING A CONTRACT TO HOPLITE COMMUNICATIONS, LLC FOR THE PROVISION OF WIRELESS CONSULTING SERVICES

WHEREAS, there is a need for the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater (“Borough”) to award a contract for the provision of wireless consulting services pertaining to the agreements with communication carriers for the impending deployment in the Borough of 5G generation of mobile networks; and

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq., the Borough received a quotation for the provision of wireless consulting services pertaining to the impending deployment in the Borough of 5G generation of mobile networks; and

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law, and specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, authorizes, without public advertising for bids and bidding therefore, the purchase of any goods or services whose value does not exceed the bidding threshold; and

WHEREAS, Hoplite Communications, LLC submitted a proposal, dated January 12, 2022, outlining the wireless consulting services pertaining to the impending deployment in the Borough of 5G generation of mobile networks at no cost to the Borough; and

WHEREAS,	the Mayor and Council of the Borough desires to award a contract to Peter J. Lupo, Esq., of Hoplite Communications, LLC for the provision of wireless consulting services pertaining to the impending deployment in the Borough of 5G generation of mobile networks in accordance with the procedures mandated under the Local Public Contracts Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

WHEREAS,	N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq. requires that the resolution awarding contracts for consulting services without competitive bidding and the agreement between the parties must be available for public inspection; and

WHEREAS,	the provision of wireless consulting services pertaining to the impending deployment in the Borough of 5G generation of mobile networks will be performed by Hoplite Communications, LLC at no cost to the Borough as all compensation to be paid to Hoplite Communications, LLC will be paid by the communications/utility carrier and, therefore, is below the threshold of $17,500 under the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law, N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.4 et seq., resulting in the contract not being subject to the provisions of the New Jersey Local Unit Pay-To-Play Law; and

WHEREAS,	the award of a contract for the provision of wireless consulting services pertaining to the agreements with communication carriers for the impending deployment in the Borough of 5G generation of mobile networks is in the best interests of the Borough and the implementation of this contract is necessary for its efficient operations.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey as follows:

	1.	That Hoplite Communications, LLC, 197 Route 18
Suite 3000, East Brunswick, New Jersey 08816 shall be and is hereby appointed to provide wireless consulting services pertaining to the agreements with communication carriers for the impending deployment in the Borough of 5G generation of mobile networks in accordance with its proposal, dated January 12, 2022, attached hereto and made a part hereof, expressly subject to and contingent upon the execution of an agreement in form and substance satisfactory to the Borough.

	2.	That this contract is awarded without competitive bidding, in accordance with the Local Public Contracts Law, specifically N.J.S.A. 40A:11-6.1, because the value of the goods or services does not exceed the bidding threshold.

	3.	That the Mayor shall be and is hereby authorized to execute a contract between the Borough and Hoplite Communications, LLC, providing for no compensation to be paid by the Borough for the provision of wireless consulting services pertaining to the agreements with communication carriers for the impending deployment in the Borough of 5G generation of mobile networks for a term period of one year, and further memorializing the scope of work and such other terms and conditions as may be necessary.

5.	That the Borough Clerk shall advertise the award of the contract in a newspaper as may be required by law.

6.	That this Resolution, the proposal, and contract are available for public inspection in the Borough Clerk’s office.


I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Governing Body on January 18, 2022.	

RESOLUTION
2022-061


RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER AUTHORIZING THE A BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FLOOD PLAIN PROTECTION, FARMLAND & HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND (BERGEN COUNTY TRUST FUND) GRANT Contract # 2100523 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater wish to enter into a Bergen County Trust Fund Project Contract (“Contract”) with the County of Bergen for the purpose of using a $122,147 matching grant award from the 2021 Funding Round of the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“Trust Fund”) for the municipal park project entitled “Veterans Filed Playground Improvements Resurfacing and Drainage”, located in the Borough of Edgewater, on the tax maps of the Borough of Edgewater, Block 1, Lot 30;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby authorize Mayor Michael McPartland to be a signatory to the aforesaid Contract; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby acknowledge that,
In general, the use of this Trust Fund grant towards this approved park project must be completed by or about December 15, 2023; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council acknowledge that the grant will be disbursed to the municipality as a reimbursement upon submittal of certified Trust Fund payment and project completion documents and municipal vouchers, invoices, proofs of payment, and other such documents as may be required by the County in accordance with the Trust Fund’s requirements; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council acknowledge that the grant disbursement to the municipality will be equivalent to fifty (50) percent of the eligible construction costs incurred (not to exceed total grant award) applied towards only the approved park improvements identified in the aforesaid Contract in accordance with the Trust Fund’s requirements.  Professional Services Cost may be reimbursed from grant award’s unexpended balance, should there be a balance.


I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Governing Body on January 18, 2022.	



RESOLUTION
2022-062

Re-Appoint Interim Municipal Court Administrator

WHEREAS, the Edgewater Municipal Court is in need of a Certified Municipal Court Administrator; and

WHEREAS, proper notice for qualified candidates was duly advertised as per New Jersey Court Rule 1:34-3; and

WHEREAS, on January 21, 2020, Resolution 2020-058 authorized the appointment of an Interim Court Administrator, Jennie E. Vargas; and 

WHEREAS, a Municipal Court Administrator must adhere to N.J.S.A. 2B:12-11 or New Jersey Court Rule 1:41-3 and all applicants for the Edgewater Municipal Court Administrator were presented and reviewed to the Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen County Vicinage, Municipal Division Management as per New Jersey Court Rule 1:34-3; and

WHEREAS, Ms. Jennie E. Vargas has been the Interim Court Administrator for over two (2) years and the Honorable Judge Robert Cohan, Borough Administrator Gregory Franz, and Bergen County Municipal Division of the Superior Court of New Jersey all recommend Ms. Jennie E. Vargas be re-appointed as the Interim Court Administrator for another one (1) year term.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Edgewater Mayor and Council that it hereby re-appoints Ms. Jennie E. Vargas as the Interim Court Administrator as per New Jersey Court Rule 1:34-3.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the salary and benefits prescribed in Resolution 2020-058 be continued.

I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Governing Body on January 18, 2022.
	








.  

REQUESTS/MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION

MAYOR:

Motion to adjourn.


On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez		Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor		Yes
Councilman Monte			Yes
Councilman Vidal			Yes
Councilwoman Martin		Yes   
Councilman Bartolomeo		Yes







Annamarie O’Connor, RMC
Borough Clerk
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