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RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A DELAY IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 4TH ROUND AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk132959979][bookmark: _Hlk133497295]WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater endorses Bill S3739/A5402 preserving the currently established 3rd round obligations for an additional three years by legislating a pause in determining 4th round Affordable Housing obligations, including present and prospective need and related litigation, which is scheduled to commence in July of 2025; and
WHEREAS, this would give all parties additional time to assess the efficacy and local impacts on the 3rd round agreements and give the legislature and the Governor time to reestablish their proper roles in balancing the needs of all stakeholders in this process; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey’s municipalities working through the 3rd round obligations require more time than had been allotted given the cascading effects of Covid; and
WHEREAS, municipalities are still sorting out the ripple effects of Covid lockdowns on their tax base and land use plans; and
WHEREAS, many builders are demanding more residential units than the infrastructure of our fully developed communities can safely and responsibly absorb faulting the post Covid record inflation that drives construction, debt financing and service costs to levels that incentivize builders to overreach; and
WHEREAS, municipalities should be allowed to work towards appropriately meeting the 3rd round commitments before adding yet another layer that public health safety & welfare, limited infrastructure, hyper-local environmental and infrastructure challenges and fiscal realities may show to be unrealistic.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough of Edgewater strongly endorses Bill S3739/A5402 and believes that extending our 3rd round obligation to 2028 will present a clearer picture of how each of the towns fared in meeting their goals and might also reveal the hyper-local environmental and infrastructure challenges each municipality is facing in achieving those goals; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that our municipality should be allowed to work towards appropriately meeting the 3rd round commitments, before adding yet another layer of unrealistic allocations - allocations that disregard the structural limitations costs and ancillary impacts on our already overburdened taxpayers; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Murphy; the members of the NJ Senate and Assembly; the League of Municipalities; and all NJ Municipalities.


I hereby certify that the above resolution was adopted by the Governing Body on May 15, 2023.
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	Michael J. McPartland       				Annamarie O’Connor, RMC	
	Mayor 							Borough Clerk
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