MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE EDGEWATER MAYOR AND COUNCIL HELD IN THE NANCY MERSE COUNCIL CHAMBERS, LOCATED AT 55 RIVER ROAD, EDGEWATER, COUNTY OF BERGEN, STATE OF NEW JERSEY ON MAY 15, 2023.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Mayor McPartland led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL 

PRESIDING:  Mayor Michael McPartland

PRESENT ON ROLL CALL: Councilman Gutierrez, Councilwoman Lawlor, Councilman Monte, Councilman Vidal, Councilman Martin and Councilman Bartolomeo

ALSO PRESENT: Annamarie O’Connor, Borough Clerk, Gregory S. Franz, Administrator and Robert Travers, Borough Attorney

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

Mayor McPartland read the following:

	In compliance with New Jersey’s Open Public Meetings act, Chapter 231 of P.L. 1975, I hereby declare that adequate notice of this Meeting has been provided specifying that this meeting would be held on this date May 15, 2023 in the Municipal Building, 55 River Road, Edgewater, New Jersey at 7:00 p.m. This notice was published in the Record and Jersey Journal, posted on the bulletin board in the lobby of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Borough Hall and posted on the Borough’s website.

OPEN TO PUBLIC- 

Public Hearing for the 2023 Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund Grant Application for the expansion and improvement of the Edgewater Dog Park at 915 River Road.

Mayor McPartland opened the meeting to the public and no one wished to be heard; therefore, the Mayor closed the meeting to the public. 

PRESENTATION: Proclamation National Emergency Medical Services Week

Mayor McPartland read the following:

[image: ]Borough of Edgewater
Proclamation

WHEREAS, Emergency Medical Services is a vital public service to the residents of Edgewater; and

WHEREAS, the members of Edgewater Volunteer First Aid Squad and Emergency Medical Services are ready to provide lifesaving care to those in need 24 hours a day, seven days a week; and

WHEREAS, access to quality emergency care dramatically improves the survival and recovery rate of those who experience sudden illness or injury; and

WHEREAS, since April 21, 1981, the Edgewater Volunteer First Aid Squad has provided Emergency Medical Services to the Borough of Edgewater and surrounding communities; and

WHEREAS, the members of the Edgewater Volunteer First Aid Squad and Emergency Medical Services engage in thousands of hours of specialized training and continuing education to enhance their lifesaving skills; and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to recognize the value and the accomplishments of Emergency Medical Service providers by designating Emergency Medical Services Week;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that I, Michael J. McPartland, Mayor of Edgewater, along with the Borough Council, do hereby proclaim the week of May 15-21, as Emergency Medical Services Week within the Borough of Edgewater on this 15th day of May, in the year 2023.


____________________________________
Michael J. McPartland – Mayor



CONFERENCE:  Steve Wielkotz, RMA– re: Budget Adoption 

Ord. 2023-002 An Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank.
2023-0125   Resolution to Adopt Budget    

Mr. Wielkotz spoke on the 2023 budget being introduced weeks ago. The budget has been sent to the state and made it through state examination. Mr. Wielkotz briefly went over the budget details. 


ORDINANCE 2023-002
An Ordinance to Exceed the Municipal Budget Appropriation Limits and to Establish a CAP Bank.

Notice is hereby given that the following proposed Ordinance was introduced at a meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater, State of New Jersey held on the 17th  day of  April, 2023 and given its first reading, and the same was then ordered to be published according to law, and that said Ordinance will be further considered for final reading and adoption at a meeting of the said Mayor and Council to be held in the Nancy Merse Council Chambers, 55 River Road, Borough of Edgewater, New Jersey  on the  15th  day of  May, 2023 at 7:00 pm or as soon thereafter that the matter can be reached, at which time and place all persons interested will have an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance.  

The said Ordinance is:

CALENDAR YEAR 2023
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS
AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

WHEREAS, the Local Government Cap Law, N.J.S. 40A: 4-45.1 et seq., provides that in the preparation of its annual budget, a municipality shall limit any increase in said budget to 2.50% unless authorized by ordinance to increase it to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, subject to certain exceptions; and,
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.15a provides that a municipality may, when authorized by ordinance, appropriate the difference between the amount of its actual final appropriation and the 3.5% percentage rate as an exception to its final appropriations in either of the next two succeeding years; and, 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council of the Borough of Edgewater in the County of Bergen finds it advisable and necessary to increase its CY 2023 budget by up to 3.5% over the previous year’s final appropriations, in the interest of promoting the health, safety and welfare of the citizens; and,
WHEREAS, the Borough Council hereby determines that a 1.00% increase in the budget for said year, amounting to $243,564.83 in excess of the increase in final appropriations otherwise permitted by the Local Government Cap Law, is advisable and necessary; and,
WHEREAS the Borough Council hereby determines that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED, by the Borough Council of the Borough of Edgewater, in the County of Bergen, a majority of the full authorized membership of this governing body affirmatively concurring, that, in the CY 2023 budget year, the final appropriations of the Borough of Edgewater shall, in accordance with this ordinance and N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14, be increased by 3.50%, amounting to $852,476.91 and that the CY 2023 municipal budget for the Borough of Edgewater be approved and adopted in accordance with this ordinance; and, 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that any that any amount authorized hereinabove that is not appropriated as part of the final budget shall be retained as an exception to final appropriation in either of the next two succeeding years; and,
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance as introduced be filed with the Director of the Division of Local Government Services within 5 days of introduction; and, 
BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, that a certified copy of this ordinance upon adoption, with the recorded vote included thereon, be filed with said Director within 5 days after such adoption.
Mayor McPartland opened the meeting to the public to comment on Ordinance 2023-002 and the Municipal Budget.  No one wished to be heard and the Mayor closed the meeting to the public.

MOTION

							May 15, 2023

Introduced:  Councilman Vidal
Second:  Councilman Martin

A motion to adopt ORDINANCE 2023-002 CALENDAR YEAR 2023 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14)

On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez	Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor	Yes
Councilman Monte		Yes
Councilman Vidal		Yes
Councilman Martin		Yes
Councilman Bartolomeo	Yes

Ordinance 2023-002 has been adopted.

RESOLUTION
2023-125

Resolution 2023-125, Resolution to Adopt the 2023 Municipal Budget, is attached to the end of these minutes.

MOTION

							May 15, 2023

Introduced:  Councilman Martin
Second:  Councilman Bartolomeo

A motion to adopt RESOLUTION 2023-125 A RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2023 MUNICIPAL BUDGET.

On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez	Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor	Yes
Councilman Monte		Yes
Councilman Vidal		Yes 
Councilman Martin		Yes
Councilman Bartolomeo	Yes

Resolution 2023-125 has been adopted.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOTION

										May 15, 2023

Introduced:  Councilman Vidal
Second:  Councilman Gutierrez

A motion to approve the minutes of the April 17, 2023 meeting of the Mayor & Council.

On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez		Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor		Yes
Councilman Monte			Yes
Councilman Vidal			Yes 
Councilman Martin 	Yes
Councilman Bartolomeo		Yes

The Meeting Minutes have been approved.
ORDINANCES
FOR INTRODUCTION:
Ordinance 2023-004
Mayor McPartland read Ordinance 2023-004 by title only:  

[bookmark: _Hlk82763454]AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2021-007 OF THE BOROUGH FINALLY ADOPTED ON JUNE 21, 2021, AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2021-010, PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS ACQUISITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER AND APPROPRIATING $4,753,047 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $4,515,394 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER TO FINANCE THE SAME

MOTION
	
								May 15, 2023								  
INTRODUCED:   Councilman Vidal
SECOND:     Councilwoman Lawlor

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2021-007 OF THE BOROUGH FINALLY ADOPTED ON JUNE 21, 2021, AS AMENDED BY ORDINANCE NO. 2021-010, PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS ACQUISITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER AND APPROPRIATING $4,753,047 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $4,515,394 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER TO FINANCE THE SAME was introduced on May 15, 2023 and passes its first reading and will be considered for final passage and public hearing on June 19, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached, and that at such time and place all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same.

Administrator Franz explained the purpose of Ordinance 2023-004.
 
On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez	Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor	Yes
Councilman Monte		Yes
Councilman Vidal		Yes
Councilman Martin		Yes
Councilman Bartolomeo	Yes

Ordinance 2023-005
Mayor McPartland read Ordinance 2023-005 by title only:  

ORDINANCE NO. 2023-005
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS ACQUISITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER AND APPROPRIATING $600,000 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $570,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER TO FINANCE THE SAME

MOTION
	
								May 15, 2023								  
INTRODUCED:   Councilman Monte
SECOND:     Councilman Vidal

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS ACQUISITIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER AND APPROPRIATING $600,000 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $570,000 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER TO FINANCE THE SAME was introduced on May 15, 2023 and passes its first reading and will be considered for final passage and public hearing on June 19, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the matter may be reached, and that at such time and place all persons interested will be given an opportunity to be heard concerning the same.
 
On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez	Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor	Yes
Councilman Monte		Yes
Councilman Vidal		Yes
Councilman Martin		Yes
Councilman Bartolomeo	Yes

Administrator Franz explained the purpose of Ordinance 2023-005.

FOR ADOPTION:
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-003
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 335 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER ENTITLED “RENTAL PROPERTY

Notice is hereby given that the following proposed Ordinance was introduced at a meeting of the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater, State of New Jersey held on the 17th day of  April, 2023 and given its first reading, and the same was then ordered to be published according to law, and that said Ordinance will be further considered for final reading and adoption at a meeting of the said Mayor and Council to be held in the Nancy Merse Council Chambers, 55 River Road, Borough of Edgewater, New Jersey  on the  15th day of  May, 2023 at 7:00 pm or as soon thereafter that the matter can be reached, at which time and place all persons interested will have an opportunity to be heard concerning said Ordinance.  
The said Ordinance is:
BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER
BERGEN COUNTY, NEW JERSEY
ORDINANCE NO. 2023-003

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 335 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER ENTITLED “RENTAL PROPERTY”
WHEREAS, there exists a need to replace, update, and amend Short-Term Rental of Property measures set forth in the Code of the Borough of Edgewater; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater, Bergen County, as follows:
§335-20 Background and Findings.
A. The Mayor and Council find that the rental of residential dwelling for short-term occupancy has been identified as a community concern due to the potential for increased traffic, noise, high occupant turnover, and increased density in residential neighborhoods.
B. The number of individuals occupying such short-term rentals has the potential to exceed standards for the design capacity of such structures and to cause health and safety risks for the occupants, neighbors and nearby properties.
C.  The purpose of this chapter is to safeguard the peace, safety and general welfare of the residents of the Borough and their visitors and guests by eliminating noise, traffic and parking congestion, vandalism, overcrowding, neighborhood uncertainty, high occupant turnover, diminution of neighborhood character, and other secondary effects that have been associated with the short-term rental of residential properties.
D.  The short-term rental market nationwide has expanded with the use of professional brokers and internet listing services. This increase requires an expansion of enforcement mechanisms to deter parties who facilitate and solicit short-term rentals. Because there are numerous homeowners, real estate offices, brokers, and other agencies that actively promote short-term rentals to potential Borough visitors through the internet and other forms of advertisement, it is necessary to prohibit the promotion and advertisement of short-term rentals.
E.  Therefore, the Borough adopts this chapter to prohibit short-term residential rentals and enforce said prohibitions.
§335-21  Definitions.
For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning:
ADVERTISE or ADVERTISEMENT
Any written, electronic or oral publication, dissemination, solicitation or circulation which is intended to directly or indirectly induce any person to enter into an agreement for the short-term rental of a dwelling. This definition includes, but is not limited to, mailings, print advertisements internet listings, e-mail publications or other oral, printed or electronic media.
DWELLING
Any single- or multi-family residential building or structure in the Borough, or any part thereof, which is occupied in whole or in part, or intended to be occupied in whole or in part, as a home residence or sleeping place for one or more individuals.
FACILITATE
A person facilitates if, acting with knowledge that an operator managing agency or rental agent is renting a dwelling on a short-term basis, the person knowingly provides the operator managing agency or rental agent with means or opportunity for the commission of said offense.
PERSON
An individual, corporation, association, firm, partnership, limited liability company, or other legal entity.
RENT
The consideration or remuneration charged, whether or not received, for the occupancy or use of a dwelling, whether to be received in money, goods, services, labor, other use of other dwelling(s), or otherwise.
RENTAL
An agreement between persons whereby money or other consideration is charged in exchange for the right to occupy or use all or part of a dwelling.
SHORT-TERM RENTAL
Any rental of a dwelling or part thereof for less than 30 consecutive days.
SOLICIT
A person "solicits" if, with the intent to promote or facilitate the short-term rental of a dwelling, such person commands, encourages, requests or solicits another person to engage in a short-term rental agreement.
§335-22  Prohibited conduct.
A. No person shall use, possess or occupy a dwelling on a short-term rental basis. No person shall enter into a short-term rental agreement for a dwelling.
B. No person owning, leasing, or having control of a dwelling shall allow it to be used, occupied or possessed as a short-term rental.
C. No person shall advertise, solicit or facilitate a short-term rental agreement for a dwelling.
§335-23  Violations and penalties.
A. Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be subject to the following penalties:
(1) For a first violation. A fine of not less than $1,250 per day for each violation for each dwelling unit and/or 10 days in jail at the discretion of the Municipal Court Judge, or both;
(2) For a second violation. A fine of not less than $1,500 per day for each violation for each dwelling unit and/or 20 days in jail at the discretion of the Municipal Court Judge, or both;
(3) For a third and subsequent violation. A fine of not less than $2,000 per day for each violation for each dwelling unit and/or 30 days in jail at the discretion of the Municipal Court Judge, or both.
B. Each day that a person violates; a provision of this chapter shall be considered as a separate and distinct violation.
§335-24  Enforcement.
This chapter may be enforced by Edgewater Police Department, Building Department Inspectors, Edgewater Fire Prevention Inspectors, and Edgewater Housing Inspectors together with any other municipal officials authorized to enforce Borough ordinances. 

Mayor McPartland opened the meeting to the public to comment on Ordinance 
2023-003.  

· Laura Seip, 1375 River Road
Asked what changed within the Ordinance. Borough Attorney Travers explained the changes and increases in penalties. 

· Gayle Fine, 302 Rutledge Court 
Asked questions on enforcement on the Ordinance. Borough Attorney Travers and Administrator Franz responded and explained.
No one else wished to be heard; therefore, the Mayor closed the meeting to the public to comment on Ordinance 2023-003.

MOTION

							May 15, 2023

Introduced:  Councilman Martin
Second:  Councilwoman Lawlor

A motion to adopt AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND REPLACING CHAPTER 335 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER ENTITLED “RENTAL PROPERTY

On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez	Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor	Yes
Councilman Monte		Yes
Councilman Vidal		Yes 
Councilman Martin		Yes
Councilman Bartolomeo	Yes

Ordinance 2023-003 has been adopted. 

RESOLUTIONS: Consent Agenda

A motion to approve Resolutions 2023-126 to 2023-149 was made by Councilman Martin and second by Councilwoman Lawlor.  Administrator Franz stated one name, Justin Martin, needed to be added to Resolution 2023-148. Mayor McPartland commented on Resolution 2023-138 and the purpose. All council members present voted aye.  None opposed.  None abstained.  
On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez	Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor	Yes
Councilman Monte		Yes
Councilman Vidal		Yes 
Councilman Martin		Yes
Councilman Bartolomeo	Yes

RESOLUTION
2023-126

Resolution 2023-126, Salary & Wages, is attached to the end of these minutes.

RESOLUTION
2023-127

[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolution 2023-127, Salary & Wages, is attached to the end of these minutes.

RESOLUTION
2023-128

Resolution 2023-128, Services & Supplies, is attached to the end of these minutes.


RESOLUTION
2023-129

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has received a request from Detective Vanegas to be paid for Eighty (80) hours of compensation time that he has accumulated in his comp time bank; and

WHEREAS, the hourly rate for Detective Vanegas to be paid shall be $68.86 per hour for a total amount of $5,508.80 and

WHEREAS, I, Joseph Iannaconi Chief Financial Officer, hereby certify that funds shall be made available for this purpose; under line item for Salaries & Wages:

____________________________________ 
Joseph Iannaconi Jr. CFO

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that Detective Vanegas request to be paid for Eighty  (80) hours of his banked compensatory time is hereby granted as per the Police Chief’s memo.

RESOLUTION
2023-130

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has received a request from Officer Jacobson to be paid for Forty (40) hours of compensation time that he has accumulated in his comp time bank; and

WHEREAS, the hourly rate for Officer Jacobson to be paid shall be $47.86 per hour for a total amount of $1,914.40 and

WHEREAS, I, Joseph Iannaconi Chief Financial Officer, hereby certify that funds shall be made available for this purpose; under line item for Salaries & Wages:

____________________________________ 
Joseph Iannaconi Jr. CFO

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that Officer Jacobson request to be paid for forty (40) hours of his banked compensatory time is hereby granted as per the Police Chief’s memo.

RESOLUTION
2023-131

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has received a request from Officer Colon to be paid for One Hundred five.75  (105.75) hours of compensation time that he has accumulated in his comp time bank; and

WHEREAS, the hourly rate for Officer Colon to be paid shall be $41.71 per hour for a total amount of $4,410.84 and

WHEREAS, I, Joseph Iannaconi Chief Financial Officer, hereby certify that funds shall be made available for this purpose; under line item for Salaries & Wages:

____________________________________ 
Joseph Iannaconi Jr. CFO

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that Officer Colon request to be paid for One Hundred Five. 75 (105.75) hours of his banked compensatory time is hereby granted as per the Police Chief’s memo.

RESOLUTION
2023-132

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has received a request from Sergeant  Dalton to be paid for Seventy-five (75) hours of compensation time that he has accumulated in his comp time bank; and

WHEREAS, the hourly rate for Sergeant Dalton to be paid shall be $82.67 per hour for a total amount of $6,200.25 and

WHEREAS, I, Joseph Iannaconi Chief Financial Officer, hereby certify that funds shall be made available for this purpose; under line item for Salaries & Wages:

____________________________________ 
Joseph Iannaconi Jr. CFO

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that Sergeant Dalton request to be paid for Seventy Five (75) hours of his banked compensatory time is hereby granted as per the Police Chief’s memo.

RESOLUTION
2023-133

Appoint Part Time EMT

WHEREAS the position of EMT (Emergency Medical Technician) exists in the Borough of Edgewater as authorized by Borough Ordinance No. 1351-2006; and

WHEREAS vacancies exist in this position; and

WHEREAS the following candidate is recommended for appointment to the position of permanent part-time, Emergency Medical Technician (EMT):

Noor Hassan

WHEREAS this appointment is conditioned upon results of a satisfactory medical physical, drug and alcohol screening; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body that the above applicant is hereby appointed to the permanent part-time position of EMT at an hourly rate as set forth by our current salary ordinance; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this position does not include any benefits.
RESOLUTION
2023-134

RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF A BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE, RECREATION, FLOOD PLAIN PROTECTION, FARMLAND & HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND (BERGEN COUNTY TRUST FUND) GRANT APPLICATION

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, Farmland & Historic Preservation Trust Fund (“County Trust Fund”), provides matching grants to municipal governments and to nonprofit organizations for assistance in the development or redevelopment of outdoor municipal recreation facilities; and,

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater desires to further the public interest by obtaining a matching grant of $172,067.50 from the County Trust Fund to fund the following project: Edgewater Dog Park Improvements. Work to be completed includes but will not be limited to: site clearing and demolition, installation of new fencing, installation of additional waste stations, garbage bins, benches, and play features; and,

WHEREAS, the governing body/board has reviewed the County Trust Fund Program Statement, and the Trust Fund Municipal Park Improvement Program application and instructions, and desires to make an application for such a matching grant and provide application information and furnish such documents as may be required; and,

WHEREAS, as part of the application process, the governing body/board held the required Public Hearing to receive public comments on the proposed park improvements in the application on May 15, 2023; and,

WHEREAS, the County of Bergen shall determine whether the application is complete and in conformance with the scope and intent of the County Trust Fund; and,

WHEREAS, the applicant is willing to use the County Trust Fund in accordance with such rules, regulations and applicable statutes, and is willing to enter into an agreement with the County of Bergen for the above-named project and ensure its completion on or about the project contract expiration date.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater:
1. That it is hereby authorized to submit the above completed project application to the County by the deadline of May 12th, 2023, as established by the County; and,
2. That, in the event of a County Trust Fund award that may be less than the grant amount requested above, Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater has, or will secure, the balance of funding necessary to complete the project, or modify the project as necessary; and,
3. That the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater is committed to providing a dollar-for-dollar cash match for the project; and,
4. That only those park improvements identified and approved in the project application, its Trust Fund contract, or other documentation will be considered eligible for reimbursement.
5. That Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater agrees to comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws, rules, and regulations in its performance of the project; and,
6. That this resolution shall take effect immediately.

RESOLUTION
2023-135

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE REDEMPTION OF A TAX SALE CERTIFICATE FOR BLOCK 88 LOT 11.02 QUAL C008F TO EVOLVE BANK & TRUST 
WHEREAS, EVOLVE BANK & TRUST on December 6, 2022 purchased Tax Sale Certificate # 22-008 on property known as 100 THOMPSON LANE #8F Edgewater, NJ 07020 and has paid taxes and interest; and

WHEREAS, the Tax Sale Certificate has been redeemed for $22,887.91 and a premium due of $96,400.00 on MAY 15, 2023; and

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council that the Tax Collector be authorized to issue a refund check in the amount of $119,287.91.

EVOLVE BANK & TRUST
6000 POPLAR AVENUE
STE 300 
MEMPHIS, TN 38119

RESOLUTION
2023-136

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND TO THE FOLLOWING North Bergen Title Agency, Inc. DUE TO AN OVERPAYMENT MADE ON BLK 68 LOT 3 QUAL C0333 FOR 2ND QUARTER 2023. 
WHEREAS, the following taxpayer is entitled to a refund due to a duplicate payment
           B/L/Q                 Property Owner         Tax Year      Amount
68/3/C0333              Kalfayan, Natalya            2023           $2,045.00	
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Edgewater that the Treasurer be, and is hereby authorized to draw a check in the amount stated.
Check Payable to:		North Bergen Title Agency, Inc
				174 Grand Avenue
				Englewood, NJ 07631

RESOLUTION
2023-137

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A REFUND TO THE FOLLOWING CHARLOTTE LIM DUE TO AN OVERPAYMENT MADE ON BLK 91 LOT 3 QUAL C0134 FOR 2ND QUARTER 2023. 
WHEREAS, the following taxpayer is entitled to a refund due to a duplicate payment
  B/L/Q   	Property Owner         Tax Year      Amount
91/3/C0134              CHARLOTTE LIM           2023           $2,215.55	
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Edgewater that the Treasurer be, and is hereby authorized to draw a check in the amount stated.
Check Payable to:		CHARLOTTE LIM
				134 THE PROMENADE
				EDGEWATER, NJ 07020

RESOLUTION
2023-138

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE RE-BIDDING FOR HISTORIC BOROUGH HALL PARK AND MEMORIAL PARK

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater is desirous of improving the Historic Borough Hall Park and Memorial Park; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has been awarded $354,937 in Bergen County Recreation and Open Space grant funding along with $115,000 in State of New Jersey Green Acres funding for the improvements to Historic Borough Hall Park; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has been awarded $34,620 in Bergen County Recreation and Open Space grant funding for the improvements to Memorial Park; and

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has authorized CME Associates, the Borough of Edgewater Special Projects Engineer, to develop plans and specifications for the improvements to the above referenced parks; and

WHEREAS, on April 14, 2023, an advertisement was placed in the official newspapers and Borough web site by the Borough of Edgewater Qualified Purchasing Agent with sealed bids accepted and read aloud on May 3, 2023 at 11:00am; and

WHEREAS, on May 3, 2023 at 11:00am, no bids were received and in accordance with N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 of the New Jersey Local Public Contracts Law, a re-bid may be authorized.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Edgewater Mayor and Council that it hereby authorize CME Associates to prepare re-bidding documents for the approved plans and specifications.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chief Financial Officer has certified as having funds available for the Historic Borough Hall Park and Memorial Park Improvements as authorized in Borough Ordinance 2021-007 adopted on June 21, 2021.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the Edgewater Mayor and Council that it hereby authorize the Qualified Purchasing Agent and Borough Clerk to re-advertise for the public bidding and receipt of bids for the Historic Borough Hall Park and Memorial Park Improvements.

RESOLUTION
2023-139

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE BERGEN COUNTY FIRE MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT

WHEREAS, mutual aid and assistance agreements between municipalities, counties, fire companies or fire departments within Bergen County, are permitted pursuant to N.J.S.A.40A:14-26 and 40A:14-156.1; and

WHEREAS, the Director of the Division of Fire Safety in the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs promulgated rules in accordance with the “Fire Service Resource Emergency Deployment Act, N.J.A.C. 52:14E-11 et. seq., commonly referred to as the “Fire Service Resources Emergency Deployment Regulations, N.J.A.C. 5:75A et. seq.; and

WHEREAS, it is deemed in the best interest of the Borough of Edgewater to enter into a Fire Mutual Aid and Assistance Agreement with the County of Bergen and other municipalities to provide additional protection against loss, damage, or destruction by fire, catastrophe, major emergency or other extraordinary devastation damage or destruction to person or property, in those situations when outside aid and assistance is needed; and

WHEREAS, the Bergen County Office of Emergency Management recommends entering into said Fire Mutual Aid Agreement for the benefit of both Bergen County residents and residents of neighboring counties.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Borough of Edgewater Mayor and Council that it hereby authorize the Mayor and Borough Clerk to execute the Bergen County Fire Mutual Aid Agreement.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said agreement authorizes the Borough of Edgewater Volunteer Fire Department to provide mutual aid assistance to each participating municipality, district, state, or federal organization, as identified in the Bergen County Fire Mutual Aid Plan (ESF 4) and as may be amended from time to time by participating units.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Edgewater Borough Clerk shall forward a copy of this certified resolution along with executed agreement to the Bergen County Office of Emergency Management.  

RESOLUTION
2023-140

RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE PERSONNEL POLICES MANUAL FOR CIVIL-SERVICE CLASSIFIED MUNICIPALITIES AND THE EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK OF THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER
WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater adopted the employee policies and procedures manual in section 77-1 of the borough code of Borough Ordinance 1120-98; and

WHEREAS, the policies and procedures manual employee handbook from time to time will need to be amended based on recommendations by the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund along with the Borough Attorney and Borough Administrator; and

WHEREAS, the South Bergen Municipal Joint Insurance Fund’s attorneys of Matthew Giacobbe and Fred Semrau prepared a full update covering the following sections of the Personnel Policies Manual and Employee Handbook as per calendar year 2023; and

WHEREAS, the following sections of the Personnel Policies and Procedures Manual and the Employee Handbook of the Borough of Edgewater are to be amended;

· Sick Leave
· Alcohol and Drug-Free Workplace
· Domestic Violence
· Personal Days
· Equal Employment Opportunity and Americans with Disabilities
· Family and Medical Leave
· New Jersey Family Leave
· Use of Employee Vehicles
· Overtime
· Hours of Work
· Personnel Records

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater will distribute the updated Personnel Policies Manual and Employee Handbook once authorized by the Edgewater Mayor and Council.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Edgewater Mayor and Council that the Updated Personnel Policies Manual and Employee Handbook for Calendar Year 2023 of the Borough of Edgewater is hereby adopted.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Borough Administrator is hereby directed to provide copies of said manual and handbook to all employees and governing body members and certify to the South Bergen Joint Insurance Fund that said manual and handbook is updated for calendar year 2023 and distributed to all employees.
RESOLUTION
2023-141

RESOLUTION TO AUTHORIZE THE LEASE/PURCHASE FOR TWO NEW 2023 CHEVROLET TAHOE’S WITH EQUIPMENT FOR POLICE DEPARTMENT
HEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater Police Department is in need to lease/purchase two (2) new 2023 Chevrolet Tahoe’s with equipment; and
WHEREAS, the Borough has received 2 quotes, # SO5170 & SO171 from Gentilini Motors, 2703 Fire Road, Egg Harbor Township NJ  08234, for two (2) new Chevrolet Tahoe’s plus additional equipment including but not limited to: Lights, from East Coast Lighting, Radios from Motorola, Radar from MPH l of $102,824.00 for two vehicles; and
WHEREAS, these Vehicles are to be purchased from NJ State Contract #17-Fleet-00758; and
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Mayor and Council hereby authorize the Borough to enter into a two (2) year lease/purchase agreement with Ford Motor Credit,      1 American Road, MD 7500, Dearborn MI 4816 for these 2 (two) new vehicles for the total sum of $150,496.30 financed which is to include a $545.00 Underwriting fee; for an annual payment of $78,648.04 for (2) two consecutive years, with a one dollar buy out; 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that I, Joseph Iannaconi, Chief Financial Officer of the Borough of Edgewater, does hereby certify that funding is available for this lease/purchase from the Police Automobile Budget line #2412-124 (Leased Police Vehicles).
_______________________
Joseph Iannaconi, Jr. - CFO

RESOLUTION
2023-142

Authorized On-Line Electronic Auction #1 – Additional Surplus Vehicle
WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater is in possession of a surplus vehicle and is no longer needed for efficient operation of municipal government and,
WHEREAS, the following item listed will be offered for sale to the highest bidder by an on-line electronic auction on a commencing date yet to be determined and,
WHEREAS, if item cannot be sold at the starting bid, the Borough of Edgewater will have the discretion to amend said starting bid before declaring no sale and items are cleared as trash and/or recycling.
2023 AUCTION #1

2009             DODGE          DURANGO         1D8HB38P19F712545
                                                                                             
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the above reference motor vehicle will be sold “as is” with no warranties expressed or implied.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough of Edgewater is hereby authorized to
Auction, by the way of an on-line electronic auction, the surplus motor vehicles is no longer needed as described within.
RESOLUTION
2023-143

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A DELAY IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF 4TH ROUND AFFORDABLE HOUSING OBLIGATIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk132959979][bookmark: _Hlk133497295]WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater endorses Bill S3739/A5402 preserving the currently established 3rd round obligations for an additional three years by legislating a pause in determining 4th round Affordable Housing obligations, including present and prospective need and related litigation, which is scheduled to commence in July of 2025; and
WHEREAS, this would give all parties additional time to assess the efficacy and local impacts on the 3rd round agreements and give the legislature and the Governor time to reestablish their proper roles in balancing the needs of all stakeholders in this process; and
WHEREAS, New Jersey’s municipalities working through the 3rd round obligations require more time than had been allotted given the cascading effects of Covid; and
WHEREAS, municipalities are still sorting out the ripple effects of Covid lockdowns on their tax base and land use plans; and
WHEREAS, many builders are demanding more residential units than the infrastructure of our fully developed communities can safely and responsibly absorb faulting the post Covid record inflation that drives construction, debt financing and service costs to levels that incentivize builders to overreach; and
WHEREAS, municipalities should be allowed to work towards appropriately meeting the 3rd round commitments before adding yet another layer that public health safety & welfare, limited infrastructure, hyper-local environmental and infrastructure challenges and fiscal realities may show to be unrealistic.
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Borough of Edgewater strongly endorses Bill S3739/A5402 and believes that extending our 3rd round obligation to 2028 will present a clearer picture of how each of the towns fared in meeting their goals and might also reveal the hyper-local environmental and infrastructure challenges each municipality is facing in achieving those goals; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that our municipality should be allowed to work towards appropriately meeting the 3rd round commitments, before adding yet another layer of unrealistic allocations - allocations that disregard the structural limitations costs and ancillary impacts on our already overburdened taxpayers; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to Governor Murphy; the members of the NJ Senate and Assembly; the League of Municipalities; and all NJ Municipalities.
RESOLUTION
2023-144

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF EDGEWATER TAX COLLECTOR TO PREPARE AND MAIL ESTIMATED TAX BILLS IN ACCORDANCE WITH P.L. 1994 C.72
WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has adopted its budget and the Bergen County Board of Taxation is unable to certify the Borough of Edgewater’s 2023 tax bills on a timely basis; and
WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater Tax Collector in consultation with the Chief Financial Officer has computed an estimated tax levy in accordance with N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.3, and has signed a certification showing the tax levies for the previous year, the tax rates and the range of permitted estimated tax levies; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Edgewater, in the County of Bergen, State of New Jersey on this the 15th day of May 2023 as follows:
1. 	The Edgewater Tax Collector is hereby authorized and directed to prepare and issue estimated tax bills for the Borough of Edgewater for the Third Installment of 2023 taxes pursuant to P.L. 1994, c72 (N.J.S.A. 54:4-66.2 and 54:4-66.3).

2. 	The entire estimated tax levy for 2023 is hereby set at $66,837,538.00

3. 	In accordance with the law the Third Installment of 2023 taxes shall not be subject to interest until after August 10th or the twenty-fifth day after the date the
estimated tax bills were mailed. The estimated tax bills shall contain a notice specifying the date on which interest may begin to accrue.

RESOLUTION
2023-145

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater have been advised of the proposed settlement of a property Tax Appeal filed by Sunrise 3rd Edgewater SL, LLC (herein the Tax Appeal) under Docket Numbers 3549-2013, 7470-2018, 7203-2019, 5671-2020, 6694-2021, and 5273-2022 and;
WHEREAS, the subject property consists of one parcel located at Block 85.01, Lot 3.02, and is more known as 351 River Road, on the tax assessment map of the Borough, and;
WHEREAS, the Governing Body has been advised as to the merits of the subject Tax Appeal settlement by legal counsel and the Borough tax assessor, and;
WHEREAS, the proposed Tax Appeal settlement components are set forth in the attached Schedule A hereto and made a part hereof, and; 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough to settle the subject Tax Appeal in accordance with the settlement proposal set forth hereinabove; and
WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor and Appraiser have been consulted with and are in agreement with the settlement; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater, that the settlement of the aforesaid Tax Appeal be finalized in accordance with the enclosed Schedule A; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that with respect to same, the Mayor, Borough Administrator, Borough Attorney and /or any other appropriate Borough official is hereby authorized to perform any act necessary to effectuate the purpose set forth in this Resolution.
RESOLUTION
2023-146

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater have been advised of the proposed settlement of a property Tax Appeal filed by Aksoy (herein the Tax Appeal) under Docket Number 002726-2023 and;
WHEREAS, the subject property consists of one parcel located at Block 99, Lot 1.15, Qual: CO622 and is more known as 3 Somerset Lane, Unit 622, on the tax assessment map of the Borough, and;
WHEREAS, the Governing Body has been advised as to the merits of the subject Tax Appeal settlement by legal counsel and the Borough tax assessor, and;
WHEREAS, the proposed Tax Appeal settlement components are set forth in the attached Schedule A hereto and made a part hereof, and; 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough to settle the subject Tax Appeal in accordance with the settlement proposal set forth hereinabove; and
WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor and Appraiser have been consulted with and are in agreement with the settlement; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater, that the settlement of the aforesaid Tax Appeal be finalized in accordance with the enclosed Schedule A; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that with respect to same, the Mayor, Borough Administrator, Borough Attorney and /or any other appropriate Borough official is hereby authorized to perform any act necessary to effectuate the purpose set forth in this Resolution.
RESOLUTION
2023-147

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater have been advised of the proposed settlement of a property Tax Appeal filed by WGI Edgewater Owner, LLC (herein the Tax Appeal) under Docket Numbers 8003-2021 and 2841-2022 and;
WHEREAS, the subject property consists of one parcel located at Block 99, Lot 1.18, and is more known as 3 Pembroke Place - Marriott, on the tax assessment map of the Borough, and;
WHEREAS, the Governing Body has been advised as to the merits of the subject Tax Appeal settlement by legal counsel and the Borough tax assessor, and;
WHEREAS, the proposed Tax Appeal settlement components are set forth in the attached Schedule A hereto and made a part hereof, and; 
WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the Borough to settle the subject Tax Appeal in accordance with the settlement proposal set forth hereinabove; and
WHEREAS, the Tax Assessor and Appraiser have been consulted with and are in agreement with the settlement; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Edgewater, that the settlement of the aforesaid Tax Appeal be finalized in accordance with the enclosed Schedule A; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that with respect to same, the Mayor, Borough Administrator, Borough Attorney and /or any other appropriate Borough official is hereby authorized to perform any act necessary to effectuate the purpose set forth in this Resolution.

RESOLUTION
2023-148

Appointment of Part Time and Full Time Seasonal Summer Employment

WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater appoints part time and full time seasonal staff to assist the regular full time staff during the summer in consideration of additional work and summer vacations; and
WHEREAS, the Recreation Department, Public Works Department, and Marina are all in need of additional seasonal staffing for a variety of work such as summer camp, park ranger, streets and roads, recycling, maintenance and repair; and
WHEREAS, the following individuals have been recommended for either Part Time, Full Time Seasonal Employment; and
WHEREAS, the individuals on the below list does not guarantee employment and the hours are established by the assigned departments and all employment is based on need not a guarantee of work hours;
Recreation Part Time to Seasonal Full Time
Chris Schlobach
Bruce Schlobach
Akari Uchida
   Megan Armstrong
Bryan Denis
Barbara Hallstein
Ludmeise Laban
John Viola

Summer Camp Supervisors
Dimitri Nannas – part time to full time
Thomas Mandile – part time to full time
Nicole Pagnozzi – part time to full time
Melissa Cerretto
Daniel Olesvary
Lindsey Scianna
Kim Shaw
Gabrielle DePena
Steven Hurget
Kevin Thouey
Kyle Griffin
Mercedes Longmire
Brian Villar
Tatiana Fernandez
Anthony Cummings
Alex Ebron

Summer Camp Assistants
Mikala Bartolomeo
Jamie McPartland
Sean Irby

Park Ranger/Public Works
Jared Franz

Camp Staff
Regan Lynch
Yutaka Uchida – part time to full time
Malik Sheppard – part time to full time

Recreation Emergency Medical Technician
Noor Hasan
Ameena Hassan

Police/Park Ranger/Public Works
Justin Martin

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Edgewater Mayor and Council hereby appoint the above listed names as Part Time, Full Time Seasonal Employees for 2023 and whose compensation is established in the yearly salary ordinance without additional benefits.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Borough of Edgewater does not guarantee that the above listed names will be scheduled to work and any and all work hours will be based on need determined by the assigned department.

RESOLUTION
2023-149

Resolution Authorizing Payment to Connell Foley for Veterans Field Litigation
WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has the need for and requires professional legal services in connection with the Veterans Field Improvement Project Litigation and therefore on March 26, 2014, adopted Resolution 2014-085 appointing Connell Foley as special legal counsel, located at 85 Livingston Avenue, Roseland, NJ  07068; and
WHEREAS, the Borough of Edgewater has an outstanding balance with Connell Foley in the amount of $87,548.45; and
WHEREAS, the ongoing litigation will require additional invoicing and payment.
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and Council hereby approve payment for Connell Foley in the amount of the existing invoicing of $87,548.45 and authorize an additional $35,000 for continued future representation.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that, I, Joseph Iannaconi Jr., the Borough’s Chief Financial Officer hereby certifies that funds have been appropriated and are available for this purpose in the 2023 legal operating budget.
 _____________________________ 
            Joseph Iannaconi Jr. C.F.O.

MOTION

										May 15, 2023

Motion to adjourn.


INTRODUCED: Councilman Bartolomeo
SECOND: Councilman Vidal

On roll call the vote was as follows:

Councilman Gutierrez		Yes
Councilwoman Lawlor		Yes
Councilman Monte			Yes
Councilman Vidal			Yes
Councilman Martin		Yes   
Councilman Bartolomeo		Yes




Annmarie O’Connor, RMC
Borough Clerk 


APPROVED: June 19, 2023
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